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"good women, eminently fortunate and worthy of rever-
ence, irradiate the houses of their lords, and between
them and Lakshmi, the goddess of abundance, there is
no diversity whatever." In another passage he declares
that, "Where females are honoured the deities are
pleased, and where they are dishonoured religion be-
comes useless." But this is so utterly opposed to his
general teaching that a writer says, " as Manu's ' Insti-
tutes ' were evidently a compilation, had there been new
and revised editions of his work, these gallant expressions
would have been eliminated,"

Before Manu's day a very different state of affairs
existed. In Vedic times woman was regarded more
as her husband's companion, was treated with greater
confidence and respect, and was permitted to join him
in the public religious festivals. " The original normal
Vedic idea of religious worship appears to have been
that it should be performed by a married couple,
the husband officiating and his wife assisting. The
normal household had one husband and one wife on
a level of equality at the hearth, which was the altar
of sacrifice. The wife had charge of the sacred vessels,
prepared the sacrifice, and even sometimes composed
the hymn." But even in the Vedic hymns, whilst sons
are prayed for, and blessings implored on their behalf,
daughters are not asked for, nor is intercession made
for them. In one passage the inferiority of woman is
implied as " the highest praise which the Rishi Syavaswa
could give to a queen, his greatest benefactor, who had
not only treated him with reverence, but had given him
a herd of cattle, and costly ornaments, and put him in
the way of obtaining the woman on whom he had set
his heart. 'Sasiyasi, though a female^ is more excellent
than a man who reverences not the gods, nor bestows